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HAMHET  OF  COUTTS  JULY  1950 


LOCATION 


Section  4-l~15"W4  in  Census  Division  No.  1.  This  location  is 
203  miles  south  from  Calgary  at  the  United  States  border  on 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and  Highway  No.  4, 

ALTITUDE 

3,468  ft.  Latitude  49/00  Longitude  111/57 

TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  temperature  58°P 

Mean  vi/inter  temperatuire  29°P 

Average  yearly  temperature  42°P 

RAINFALL 


Average  yearly  rainfall  10.06  inches 
Average  yearly  snowfall  53«3  inches 
Total  yearly  precipitation  15.39  inches 

Note:  The  foregoing  figures  regarding  temperature  and  rainfall 
are  estimated  from  data  obtained  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 
There  Is  no  definite  record  of  all  weather  conditions  in  this 
district. 


GEOLOGY 

Geologically,  Goutts  Is  located  at  the  contact  of  two  types  of 
bedrock.  The  bedrock  to  the  west  is  the  Bearpaw  formation,  while 
to  the  east  is  the  Belly  River  formation.  The  Bearpaw  formation 
is  younger  than  the  Belly  River  and  is  composed  of  marine  shales. 
The  Belly  River  formation  consists  of  shales  and  sandstone  of 
fresh  and  brackish  water  origin,  and  is  also  a horizon  in  which 
the  fossilized  bones  of  vertibrates  of  Gretacelous  Age  are  found, 

SOIL 


This  district  lies  in  a soil  zone  which  is  classed  by  the  Alberta 
Soil  Survey  as  ’’Brown"  soil. 

the  normal  profile,  the  surface  (A)  horizon  is  about 
5 inches  deep  and  brown  in  color.  The  (B)  horizon. is  commonly 
brownish  in  color,  and  lime  (Bca)  is  found  at  depths  averaging  15 
inches  below  the  surface.  The  parent  material  (C)  is  found  at 
depths  of  20  to  24  Inches,,  In  the  other  zones  this  horizon  occurs 
at  greater  depths. 

Fertility  ~ Moisture  is  the  principal  limiting  factor  in  crop 
production.  Soils  In  this  zone  are  relatively  low  in  nitrogen 
and  under  irrigation,  often  respond  to  phosphorus  fertilizers. 

Vegetation  - Short  grass  pra.lrle. 

^ most  favorable  soil  types  can  be  considered 

arable.  Most  of  the  area  is  desirable  for  ranching.  Where  farmed, 
wheat  is  the  principal  crop  grown.  Cropping  practices  must  pro- 
vide for  moisture  conserva+^ion  and  control  of  soil  drifting.  The 
long  frost  free  period  makes  this  zone  a desirable  area  for  the 
development  of  irrigation. 
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7.  HISTORY 

The  history  of  Coutts  dates  back  to  the  beginning  oftholSth  century 
i'-ndthe  early  ranching  days  when  not  a single  acre  of  land  was 
under  cultivation  for  many  miles  around  the  small  Coutts-Sweet 
Grass  railway  station,  which  straddled  the  international  boundary, 

Coutts  began  as  a customs  and  immigration  port  and  a railway 
centre  for  ranchers.  It  was  named  after  Baroness  Burdett  Coutts 
who  was  a large  stockholder  in  the  Alberta  Railway  and  Immigration 
Company,  which  built  and  operated  the  original  railway  from 
Lethbridge  to  Coutts. 

Even  in  1903  when  the  narrow  gage  railway  was  replaced  by  standard 
ividth  track,  Coutts  was  still  no  more  than  a railway  station,  V/hen 
Dr.  William  Thomas  Paterson,  the  Dominion  Government  Veterinary 
Inspector,  came  to  Coutts  in  1906,  the  entire  community  consisted 
of  a railway  station,  a mounted  police  barracks  and  one  cottage. 

The  railway  station  was  partly  in  Canada  and  partly  in  the  United 
States,  and  a white  line  eight  inches  wide  painted  across  the 
station  platform  marked  the  International  boundary,  Henry  Tennant, 
the  Canadian  Collector  of  Customs,  lived  in  the  Canadian  end  of 
the  station  and  had  his  office  there.  The  American  Customs  and 
Immigration  Officials  occupied  the  opposite  end  on  the  American 
side,  Joe  Mantle,  the  United  States  Immigration  officer,  lived 
in  Coutts  in  the  lone  cottage. 

The  mounted  police  barracks  in  charge  of  Inspector  J,  C,  Richards, 
contained  the  headquarters  for  the  Milk  River  Ridge  detachments 
which  were  strung  out  along  the  border  country. 

The  days  on  which  the  train  came  through,  on  its  run  from  Lethbridge 
to  Virden,  Montana,  were  big  days  at  this  border  point.  The  train 
came  through  three  times  each  week,  and  ranchers  brought  in  their 
supplies  in  wholesale  quantities.  These  shipments  often  Included 
large  quantities  of  Kilmarney  whiskey  bought  at  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
store  In  Lethbridge, 

This  was  ranching  country  In  every  direction  and  most  of  the  ranches 
ivere  operated  on  a large  scale.  Among  the  many  ranches  in  the 
surrounding  country  was  that  of  Colonel  H.  J.  Mackie,  located  west 
of  Coutts,  now  known  as  the  Stringham  Ranch,  East  from  Coutts  was 
the  Deer  Greek  Ranch  owned  by  Henry  Webster.  A few  of  these  ranches 
are  still  In  operation. 

There ^ were  no  highways  or  even  roads  in  those  days?  only  the  rugged 
prairie  trails.  One  of  these  trails  ran  100  miles  eastward  to 
Wild  Horse,  Another  ran  9 miles  west  from  Coutts  to  link  up  with 
the  Port  Benton  Trail,  Transportation  consisted  of  saddle  horses, 
buck  boards  and  dead-axel  wagons. 

In  the  fall  of  1906  settlers  began  to  arrive  in  this  border  dis- 
trict. They  came  from  North  and  South  Dakota,  Minnesota,  Iowa  and 
other  neighboring^ states  where  good  farming  land  had  all  been  taken 
up.  The  next  spring  the  flow  of  settlers  into  southern  Alberta 
developed  into  a land  rush  which  lasted  until  1910. 

Many  of  these  settlers  were  brought  in  by  Prank  Leffingwell  and 
Charlie  Eagan,  who  were  agents  in  the  Coutts-Mllk  River  and  Warner 
area  for  the  0,  W.  Kerr  Company  from  Minneapolis.  This  company 
had  obtained  a large  tract  of  virgin  prairie  from  the  Alberta 
Railway  and  Irrigation  Company,  and  was  responsible  for  its  settle- 
ment , 


Paul  Audet  in  partnership  with  Harry  Hall  built  and  operated 
the  first  store.  Subsequently  more  business  places  were 
established  and  grain  elevators  erected  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  district.  However,  growth  of  the  community  was  slow, 
until  several  oil  refineries  were  established  that  handled 
crude  oil  from  Montana  in  the  United  States,  The  small  Olsen 
refinery  was  built  in  1924.  The  Maple  Leaf  Refinery  built 
in  1926  was  damaged  by  fire  in  1929,  The  Beaver  Cracking 
Plant  was  completed  in  1929,  and  the  following  year  the 
large  Stellarene  Refinery  was  established.  The  Maple  Leaf 
plant  was  sold  to  the  Imperial  Oil  Company  in  1932,  and  the 
Stellarene  plant  purchased,  by  the  British  American  Oil  Com- 
pany in  -1933, 


As  Turner  Valley  oil  field  developed  and  refineries  were 
established  in  Calgary,  it  marked  the  end  of  Coutts  as  a 
refining  centre.  The  Imperial  Oil  Company  dismantled  its 
plant  in  1936,  and  the  British  American  Oil  Company  did 
likev/ise  with  its  plant  in  the  following  year. 


The  closing  _down  of  the  se  refineries  was  a severe  blow  to 
the  community, • it  left  thirty-five  vacant  houses  when  refin- 
ery employees  followed 'the  refineries  to  Calgary,  However, 
the  hamlet  was  still  the  terminus  for  pipe  lines  that  brought 
oil  from  adjacent  oil  fields,  and  where  it  was  loaded  in 
tank  cars  and  shipped  to  various  refineries  throughout  Alberta, 
Rising  prices  for  agricultural  products  and  the  increasing 
tourist  trade  soon  brought  Coutts  back  to  its  former  self. 


8 ♦ LIVINC  GONDITIOWR 


Coutts  IS  a ^ small  but  important  community.  It  is  important 
because  it  is  a customs  port  and  the  point  where  most  of  the 
tourists  enter  Alberta  from  the  United  States, 


During  1949  goods  valued  at  more  than  #20  million  entered 
Canada  through  this  port  by  rail  and  truck,  along  with  212,432 


about  sixty  homes  and  business  establishments:  85^ 
o the  homes  are  owner-occupied.  Rents  run  about  $30  to  #40 
for  4 and  5 room  cottages. 


The  population  is  around  300  and  the 
light  and  power. 


only  utility  is  electric 


The  community  is  supported  by  a prosperous  agricultural  dis- 
trict and  the  tourist  trade, 

^ six-room  school  where  grades  1-12  are  taught  by  six 
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9.  ADMINISTRATION 

Coutts  is  a hamlet  and  therefore  has  no  governing  body  of  Its 
own.  Matters  pertaining  to  administration  are  handled  through 
the  Municipal  District  of  Vifarner, 


10,  LAW  ENPORGEIffilNT 

Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police 


Regulations 

Electrical  Installations  must  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act, 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Public 
Health  Regulations, 


11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

None  other  than  chemical  hand  extinguishers  in  schools  and  busi- 
ness establishments. 

12,  TAX  STRUCTURE 


% of  Actual  Value 


1949  Assessment 


Land  100^ 

Improvements  66  2/3^ 
Personal  Property  100^ 

Total 


$24,085.00 

118,930.00 

29,570.00 

|TV2,585.00 


13 .  AREAS 


Mill  Rate 


Municipal-14 
School  -26 
40 


Area  of  hamlet 

Area  of  streets  and  lanes 

Public  parks  and  playgrounds 

Miles  of  Roads  and  Streets 

Gravelled 

— |—  g 

14,  SEWER  iiND  WATER  MAINS 
Nil 


159  acres 
15  acres 
5 acres 


Unopened 


Total 
S-g-  miles 


15,  WATER 

The  residents  of  Coutts  obtain  their  water  from  wells.  Some 
tank  water  from  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  storage 

16 . POWER 


Coutts  is  supplied  with  electric  power  by  Southern  Utilities  Ltd, 
under  a long  term  contract.  Rate  schedules  in  effect  are  as 
follows; 

Residential  Lighting 


First  25  KWH's  per  month 
Next  25  KV/H's  per  month. 
Next  50  KWH's  per  month. 
Over  100  KWH's  per  month 


per  KWH 
6^er  KWH 
5^  per  KWH 
4j^  per  KWH 
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17. 


Commercial  Lighting 
First  100  KWH  per  month 
Next  100  KWH  per  month 
Next  150  KWH  per  month 
Next  150  KWH  per  month 
Over  500  KWH  per  month 


per  KWH 

6^  per  KWH 

. ......  per  KWH 

* per  KWH 


Cooking,  Refrigeration  and  Heating 

First  SO  Kffi  per  month  7777777777.  ........  ,5^  per  KWH 

Next  50  KWH  per  month  4^  per  KWH 

Next  900  KWH  per  month  ........  i .Sjzf  per  KWH 

Over  1000  KWH  per  month i ..  2,2^  per  KWH 

Minimum  charge  $2,00  per  month 

Power  Service 
J^'irst  loo  KWH  per  month 
Next  100  KWH  per  month 
Next  300  KWH  per  month 
Next  1500  KWH  per  month 
Over  2000  KWH  per  month 


4-g-/  per  KWH 
4^  per  KWH 
Zd  per  Kffi 
2|j^  per  KWH 
2^  per  Kfffl 


GAS 


Coutts  was  at  one  time  supplied  with  natural  gas  by  an  American 
Company  in  Montana.  Some  years  ago,  this  service  was  discon- 
tinued. 

18.  L.  P.  GAS 

As  in  many  other  districts,  propane  gas  is  becoming  increasingly 
popular  here.  The  extent  of  its  use  so  far,  however,  has  not 
necessitated  the  installation  of  storage  facilities.  Individual 
orders  are  handled  through  a local  agent  and  consumers  costs  per 
gallon  are  as  follows: 

|7.50  per  100  lb.  cylinder;  18^  per  bulk  gallon 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Being  a farming  district  the  demand  for  diesel  fuel  is  large.  The 
storage  and  distribution  of  diesel  fuel  is  handled  by  an  agent 
located  two  or  three  miles  from  Coutts, 

Summer  grade  - 18,8^  per  gallon  plus  tax 
Winter  grade  - 20,25^  per  gallon  plus  tax 

20.  COAL 

Coutts  obtains  its  coal  supplies  from  Lethbridge  Collieries, 
Practically  all  the  coal  used  is  lump  coal  and  costs  the  consumer 
$13.00  per  ton  delivered, 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 


Wheat 

Cbarse  grains 
Livestock 
Poultry  and  eggs 
Dairy  Products 
Straw 
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22 e GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 


Federal 
Post  offioe 
Customs 
Immigration 
Veterinary  Inspector 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 

Municipal 

Nil 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  are  no  hospital  facilities  at  Coutts,  The  nearest  hospital 
is  at  Lethbridge,  65  miles  distant.  Periodical  health  checks  of 
school  children  are  carried  out  by  a travelling  health  nurse. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  SERVICES 
(not  including  health  services) 

Type  of  Service 

Beauty  Parlors 

Barber  shops 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - 1 train  each  way  dally  bet¥»een 

Lethbridge  and  Coutts 

Western  Canadian  Greyhound-2  buses  each  way  daily  between 

Lethbridge  and  Coutts 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 
None 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph 
Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Post  office 

Radio  stations  at  Lethbridge  and  Calgary 

28 . FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 
None 

29.  HOTELS 
Sunshine  Hotel 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 
None 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican 
Roman  Catholic 

32.  LODGES 


No, 


of  Rooms 
■^7 


Single  Rates 

"flTTEup 


Beer  License 


yes 


No,  of  Establishments 

1 

1 


None 


y 


i 


I 
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33 o SERVICE  CLUBS 
Lions  Club 

Coutts  Board  of  Trad© 

Women’s  Institute 

34.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association 
Rod  and  Gun  Club 

35.  EDUCATION 

The  Coutta  School  District  is  in  the  Foremost  School  Division  No. 
3«  This  district  was  the  first  to  begin  the  new  school  centraliza 
tion  system,  Coutts  has  one  large  school  building  which  was  built 
in  1938j  and  upon  completion,  was  opened  by  the  late  Premier 
William  Aberhart, 

This  school  with  its  six  class  rooms  and  a large  auditorium  has  an 
enrollment  of  about  125  pupils  in  grades  1-12  and  six  teachers 
Some  of  the  children  come  to  school  from  a distance  of  20  miles. 
Two  vans  provide  transportation  for  the  children  of  rural  areas. 


36.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Community  Hall 
School  Auditorium 


Capacity 

400 


Stage 

yes 


Plano 


yes 


37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

Coutts  has  a school  library  which  is  open  during  school  hours  for 
the  school  children, 

38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
None 

39.  SPORTS 

Softball 
Badminton 
Skating 
Gun  Club 

40.  pairs' 


Annual  Sports  Day  - July  1st, 

41,  HISTORIC  SITES 

A site  with  historic  value  is  ’’Vifriting-on-Stone  Reserve'*,  located 
by  the  Milk  River,  east  and  north  from  Coutts,  This  reserve  was 
established  to  preserve  several  peculiar  natural  obelisks  which 
have  been  weathered  into  grotesque  shapes  and  on  which  traces  of 
hieroglyphics  may  be  the  work  of  some  ancient  Indian  race, 

42.  CO-OPERATIVES 


Alberta  Vi/heat  Pool 


— S'* 


I 


t 


43. 


INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


Type  of  Industry  or  No,  of  Estab-  Producer  or  Whole-  Re- 

Buslness lishments  Manufacturer  sale  tail 

Barbers 

Books  and  Stationery 
Butchers 


X •••••• 

1 1 

1 1 


Cartage  Delivery 

Coal  Dealers 

Cold  Storage  Lookers 


1 

2 

1 


1 

2 

1 


Drugs 


1 


1 


Garages  and  Service  Stations  2 
General  Stores  4 
Grain  Elevators  4 
Groceries  1 


2 

4 


Hotels  1 

Implement  Dealers  2 2 

Lumber  Yards  1 1 

Oil  Distributors  2 2 

Painters  and  Decorators  1 ......  1 

Restaurants  1 ............  ......  1 


Seed  Cleaning  Plants  1 .. 

Shoe  Repair  1 1 

Veterinarles  1 

Welding  and  Machine  Shops  1 1 

44.  SITES 


Coutts  has  little  to  offer  in  the  way  of  Industrial  sites  other 
than  the  site  which  the  oil  refinery  at  one  time  occupied.  This 
property  is  quite  spacious  and  is  located  between  the  main  high- 
way and  the  railway  tracks  in  close  proximity  to  both. 


45 . INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 


Coutts  is  now  a prosperous  grain  farming  district  and  a point 
through  which  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  goods  are  imported  and 
exported  annually.  It  continues  to  be  the  railway  centre  for  a 
large  region  producing  fine  beef  cattle,  hard  wheat,  flax,  com- 
mercial mustard  seed  and  barley. 

Once  a bustling  oil  refining  centre  with  a population  of  between 
500  and  600,  Coutts  has  since  lost  that  industry  but  until  the 
latter  part  of  1948,  between  30  and  40  million  gallons  of  crude 
oil  from  Montana  oil  fields  was  still  being  handled  through 
Coutts . 

Oil  came  from  the  Cutbank  field  to  Coutts  through  a five  inch 
pipeline,  and  from  Kevin-Sunburst  fields  through  a four  Inch  pipe- 
line. In  1944,  36,208,446  gallons  of  crude  oil  were  piped  across 
the  border.  In  1945  there  were  33,999,530  gallons,  and  in  1946, 
31,776,013  gallons.  This  oil  was  loaded  into  tank  cars  at 
Coutts  and  shipped  to  Calgary  refineries.  As  previously  mention- 
ed, this  oil  shipment  ceased  in  1948,  as  richer  and  greater  oil 
discoveries  were  made  in  Alberta, 


-9- 


■a  ' 


With  the  surrounding  district  producing  great  quantities  of  beef- 
cattle  and  grain,  Coutts  does  not  rely  too  much  on  the  tourist 
trade.  The  foiir  grain  elevators  handle  an  average  yearly,  pro- 
duction of  around  300,000  bushels. 


The  Federal  Government  is  not  unaware  of  the  growing  importance 
of  Coutts  as  a customs  port;  construction  has  begun  on  a new 
customs  and  immigration  terminal,  estimated  to  cost  f450,000. 

Northbound  traffic  through  Coutts 


Year 


Non-Canadians 


Returning  Canadians 


1947  106,373 

1948  152,873 

1949  212,432 


129,791 

148,790 

224,131 


Year 


Value  of  Imports  Value  of  Exports 


Duty  Collected 


1947 

1948 

1949 


|10,540,570,00 

16,262,000.00 

20,176,610.00 


#1,247,612.00 

6.282.758.00 

3.914.003.00 


#458,796.00 

439.183.00 

518.505.00 


46 ,  TRADING  AREA 


Coutts  has  a trading  area  comprising  approximately  280  square 
miles.  This  area  extends  6 miles  to  the  north;  35  miles  east 
and  13  miles  to  the  west.  There  is  no  trading  area  to  the  south, 
this  portion  being  cut  off  by  the  International  Boundary, 

47.  POPULATION 


Trading  area  population 
Town  population 


1946  Dominion  Census  - 885 
1950  estimate  950 
1950  estimate  300 


48.  INTERESTING  VIEWS  OF  COUTTS  AND  DISTRICT 


